
1 

Responses requested from candidates for questions submitted for MCCA All-Candidates Meeting, October 4, 2018 
 
Below are some questions for candidates the MCCA board selected to ask ahead of our meeting date. We wish to make the questions and answers available to 
residents in time for our meeting, so ask if you could kindly respond by the end of day Sunday, Sept. 30. 
 
Please note we do not expect lengthy answers. There will be opportunities to elaborate further if residents/stakeholders wish to hear more, and there will be "open 
mic" time at our meeting. 
 
***********************************	
Also, please note, we are attaching a separate document: 
For reference: additional questions 
Residents have shown a great deal of interest, and we received some excellent questions but could not reasonably incorporate all into our template for candidates. 
These questions are important to people and we are therefore making them available for candidates and residents, and some of them may come up during ours or other 
meetings. 
***********************************	
Selected questions 
 
Questions for candidates Response here (please type) 
For mayor candidates:  If elected, what is your first priority? 
 

 

Public lands 
Do you support the sale of the former fire hall and public works yard lands? Why/why 
not? 
 

With the information I know now yes. This is now before the Community by 
way of an upcoming referendum. That being said, the City is asking for the 
community’s opinion to look into the potential financial worth of the former 
fire hall and public works yard lands. These funds in turn could be invested 
into much needed amenities. These amenities could include replacing our 
already overcapacity library, a badly needed seniors centre inclusive of 
seniors housing, affordable housing, options that would be possible with 
the City working with proponents to make it so. 
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Financial 
Budget and taxes: do we focus more on needs than wants? How do we define the 
difference? How do we prioritize wants? For reference only, the following points are 
listed on the city website as background for the public opinion (referendum) question. 

Our population growth already has created our ‘want’ list, we need to be 
realistic as to how to utilize our assets for the best interest of our 
Community as a whole. In other words by using potential assets to improve 
and/or expand our amenities in Moody Centre, establishing a satellite 
library, grocery store, within a community area, repurposing/rejuvenating 
the Kyle Centre. Looking at the Arts Centre and Kyle Centre as a potential 
hub, day lighting the existing creek, with the potential of boutique and 
artesian shops, cafés, establishing a satellite library, grocery store. The 
potential for this area is phenomenal and so desperately needed. 

• purchase new park land 
• provide seniors’ housing 
• build a new sports field at Inlet Park 
• replace and expand Port Moody Public Library 
• require developers to provide affordable, below-market rental housing 
• reconstruct and expand Kyle Centre 
• relocate the existing Works Yard from Murray Street to Barnet Highway 
• provide other improvements, depending on community priorities 

 

Apart from selling public land, how can we finance public amenities?  As selling off land 
cannot be a sustainable strategy. 

Promotion of small business both within Port Moody as well as 
encouraging businesses to join our Community to work, live and play. We 
need to move our current reliance on residential taxes to business by 
expanding this resource. The City has now just filled within the past two 
months a Director of Economic Development position to do just that. 

  
Civic facilities and infrastucture 
Please note: Many Moody Centre residents are interested in specifics on amenities and 
services in Moody Centre, e.g., Kyle Centre, possible amenity relocation (see "For 
reference: additional questions"). 

 

What civic facilities are most in need of attention, not counting facilities currently under 
repair? This could be buildings/spaces, parks, or other. 

As above 

What infrastructure changes/improvements would you consider important or necessary 
in view of the current and expected population increases. 

That brings us to the ‘needs’ question over ‘wants’. Our basic infrastructure 
will be required to accommodate any expansion such as sewer, water, 
power, gas, roads, etc.  



3 

How do we plan for community space for all ages including youth? Are there existing 
facilities that could be better incorporated?  For example, schools? Could we enhance 
the partnership between the City and SD43 with for example daycare spaces or 
partnerships in building and operating sports fields? 

Absolutely… Encouragement of after school activities of our schools. 
Soccer and soft ball fields… yes this will require cooperation between 
SD43 and the City. 

  
Process  
Do you support more inclusive meeting minutes with more context? For example, in the 
past the official minutes included mention of people who submitted written comment, 
but they don't anymore, only mentioning people who spoke at the meeting(s). The 
minutes were also a bit more detailed. Would you support more context, and a list of 
written submissions with a hyperlink for anyone wishing to view the full written 
comments? 

Yes 

  
Housing and affordability  
How do we encourage diverse housing types, including rentals, single-family, multi-
family, and affordable units? 

The rent to own is a fabulous concept running in conjunction with 
affordable housing with new homes coming on market having a Port 
Moody resident first. 

  
Growth and planning  
Do you agree with the recent OCP amendment to increase maximum tower size from 
12 to 26 in the Moody Centre Skytrain area? 

I see mixed height throughout the City, having play areas, mini-parks 
(similar to what has been a very successful program now in place in 
downtown Vancouver) that would also provide resting areas for seniors or 
those who are physically challenged. Having structures that reflect our 
heritage would be offered preferential services in encouraging investment 
in our City. 

  
How can we attract more employers/employment to Port Moody for a more balanced 
city, and to diversify the tax base? 

As mentioned in a previous question, within the last two month we’ve just 
recently established a Director of Economic Development position within 
the City who’s responsibilities are economic stimulus throughout the City. 
Promoting existing businesses as well as promoting our City to be a 
welcoming hub for new businesses to move and prosper within our City 
that would create a welcoming environment for their employees to live, 
work and play within our beautiful City. 

 


