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Questions submitted for MCCA ACM — Reference 
 
For reference: additional questions 
Residents have shown a great deal of interest, and we received some excellent questions but 
could not reasonably incorporate all into our template for candidates. These questions are 
important to people and we are therefore making them available for candidates and 
residents, and some of them may come up during ours or other meetings. 
 
Some of the following questions have similarities, and we've eliminated a couple that were 
almost identical to other questions. Some are very unique. 
 
*********************************** 
General 
Name two or three personal attributes you feel would most add to your effectiveness as a 
member of council. 
 
For mayor candidates:  If elected, will you commit to providing an official calendar 
appointment list if asked? 
 
Arts, Culture, Heritage 
City of the Arts: what does this mean? E.g., public art, incentives for artists, space, other? Is 
the current balance about right, or not? 
 
Do you support revitalization of Ioco Townsite and the historic lawn bowling green to provide 
a cultural base for a tri-community arts/cultural neighbourhood in Port Moody? 
 
Public lands 
On the public lands issue, there is a referendum question but hundreds of people spoke 
against the city proposal, so why doesn't council listen? Why issue a request for proposals 
after the public hearing? 
 
Should the responses received from the request for proposals for public lands be made public 
before the election, possibly with company names redacted? 
 
Do the candidates support the referendum question as it was written? 
*********************************** 
From city website: What will happen to the two sites if the City doesn’t sell them? 
Both sites are currently zoned for civic use. If Council decides not to sell or lease the former 
Fire Hall and existing Works Yard sites, the City would retain the land for the foreseeable 
future or until a new purpose is identified and approved by Council. A new Works Yard will 
need to be constructed in a new location to ensure the City can continue to meet the needs 
of residents. If this property is not sold for redevelopment, the City will explore other options 
to fund the construction of the new Works Yard. 
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Question: 
It would appear from the last sentence(italicized) in the above paragraph that the City was/is 
depending on the sale of the former Fire hall and Works yard to fund a new Work yard at the 
old Barnet Landfill site 
 
What is the estimated cost of the new works yard (buildings, etc.) once the restoration of the 
Land fill site is completed? 
 
*********************************** 
From the city website: Why is the City exploring plans to sell or lease the former Fire Hall 
and existing Works Yard sites? 
The sale, partial sale, or lease of the two sites could help to pay for one or more community 
improvements. Currently, these two side-by-side, high-profile, City-owned sites are zoned for 
Public and Institutional uses, and the old Fire Hall site is underutilized. The old Fire Hall was 
replaced and subsequently demolished, leaving the site vacant. The Works Yard buildings are 
50 years old and no longer meet the City’s needs. 
 
The following community improvements would support the Official Community Plan: 
 
purchase new park land 
provide seniors’ housing 
build a new sports field at Inlet Park 
replace and expand Port Moody Public Library 
require developers to provide affordable, below-market rental housing 
reconstruct and expand Kyle Centre 
relocate the existing Works Yard from Murray Street to Barnet Highway 
provide other improvements, depending on community priorities 
 
Question: 
The 1st sentence (italicized) makes mention the sale of the Fire hall and Works yard could help 
pay for one or more community improvements. 
There are 8 community improvements listed above. 
 
It can be assumed, the first priority, since there is no funding in place, funds from the sale of 
old fire hall and Works yard will be used to pay to "relocate the existing Works Yard from 
Murray Street to Barnet Highway”. 
 
The question then becomes “what is the second priority? 
*********************************** 
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Financial 
Not sure if anyone can answer this but I would like to know what the city budget is for public 
consultations, for example the public lands that started with what was called community fairs 
in 2016. 
 
We've heard that more residential building will help the city's bottom line, but taxes and debt 
continue to rise. What are your thoughts? 
 
Is it possible to maintain public services by increasing taxation at the rate of inflation only? 
 
Taxes seem to rise well above inflation year after year. What are your thoughts on how to 
reverse this trend? 
 
*********************************** 
One long question(s) 
Port Moody residents declare the highest amount of income in the lower mainland. Yet 
jurisdictions such as Richmond claim near poverty despite boasting some of the highest real 
estate prices.  

 
https://vancouversun.com/opinion/columnists/douglas-todd-tax-avoidance-behind-metros-
disconnect-between-housing-income 
 
Why should Port Moody residents shoulder the tax burden for paying for Metro Vancouver's 
schools and transit system, while other regions, like Richmond do not?  
 
Will you as City Councillor take action by demanding Ottawa dispatch a Federal Task Force 
comprised of CRA, RCMP, Crown Prosecutors and Ministry of Justice Officials to investigate 
money laundering, tax evasion and fraud in these problem jurisdictions?  
 
Do you support a ban on foreign ownership in the province?  
*********************************** 
 
Civic facilities and infrastructure 
Do you support building some civic facilities, for example a new library, in Moody Centre? 
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What services or amenities could be relocated to make Moody Center a centre of our 
community again? 
 
Do you agree with the master Parks and Recreation Plan that as population grows so must 
parkland? In particular, the Plan points out that Moody Centre has a deficit of parkland 
suitable for things like family or social gatherings; in other words not counting rough green 
space such as the Chines. 
 
Apart from Rocky Point where else in Moody Centre should City be looking expand its parks? 
 
Should the City be looking to purchase land in strategic locations? for example adjacent to the 
Kyle Centre on in Moody Centre TOD Area? 
 
How do we plan for parks and public facilities for future population growth? 
 
Do you support a review of the library fines policy with a view to eliminating fines for all 
borrowers? 
 
Port Moody does not have a cemetery and deceased citizens must be buried elsewhere.  Why 
does one of the oldest established cities in Metro Vancouver not have a cemetery for its 
citizens and what you would do about this if elected? 
I ask this as my late wife and I raised our family in Moody Centre.  She wanted to be buried in 
Port Moody but could not because there is no facility.  She is now buried elsewhere. 
 
Process 
Regarding community member appointments to CPAC (Community Planning Advisory 
Committee), if the neighbourhood appointee is not from an active community association, 
will you commit to making public, if asked, the names of the 10 neighbourhood residents who 
nominated the individual selected? 
 
Please explain how it is not a conflict of interest for a member of council to receive campaign 
funding from a developer, when decisions and votes by councillors have direct financial 
bearing on developers. 
 
I've noticed some visitor spots at two developments, Lighthouse and Suter Brook, have 
decreased. How are parking spaces and availability monitored? Can a development change 
the terms after the fact? 
 
We hear about Port Moody First events, where Port Moody residents have first choice of 
townhouse and condo during pre-sales of a project. We also hear stories of people waiting 8 
to 10 months to get a Building Permit. 
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What do you think of the idea of a different kind of Port Moody First, where Port Moody 
residents who apply for small lot subdivision or a building permit would be given priority 
before outside developers? 
 
Development and sustainability 
What is your opinion on requiring more sustainability from developers (even if it impacts their 
bottom line) as in requiring water meters in multi family units (if it isn’t already a 
requirement).  Hot water on demand as opposed to boilers which encourage water use.  And 
what about retrofitting meters in existing buildings and basing utility bills on water usage?  
Metered car charge outlets in existing buildings?  Environmentally friendly building materials?  
 
Please tell me why a developer is allowed to close off an entire street while they build?  Only 
in Canada, not in Europe. 
 
What about a moratorium on high rise construction?  And on ‘luxury or executive’ buildings.  
 
RE: CLIMATE CHANGE and the huge amount of land development this year and ongoing… 
What is Port Moody doing to ensure sustainable building standards, green construction and 
the best practices related to this.? The developers are quickly putting up frames for buildings 
everywhere around us in the Port Moody centre. 
 
What is Port Moody Council doing to promote and develop the use of solar power and other 
alternative power sources in our community? 
 
In other critical areas related to adapting to climate change, what are you / we doing to 
preserve green space in the city centre and what are we doing for Food Security here? 
 
Housing and affordability 
Would you agree that speculation has fuelled housing costs in our city? 
 
Port Moody is becoming increasingly unaffordable, partly due to OCP amendments and 
speculation related to Skytrain. How do we increase affordable housing stock? 
 
How do we plan for seniors in our community, in particular community spaces, getting 
around, and housing especially for those on fixed incomes? 
 
There was a recent presentation at city council on adaptive housing. It indicated adaptive 
housing is not necessarily significant in terms of the cost of building new units. Is this 
something the city can or should require with new builds? 
 
How do you propose to keep small local businesses from having to leave the city for 
affordability reasons? 
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How do we protect displaced tenants, residents and businesses, resulting from escalating 
land values and gentrification? 
 
Growth and planning 
Do you support the growth target of 50,000 people by 2041 as specified in the OCP? That's 
about a 50% increase from current reported population. 
 
Do you believe the city is on track for the 50,000 population target? 
 
How tall are we allowing the towers in Port Moody to be built? Are they designed to 
withstand earthquakes? In cities where there have been significant earthquakes the videos 
show the tall thin buildings swaying and some fall over. 
 
Do you have any concerns about building towers on areas at high risk of liquefaction if we had 
an earthquake? 
 
Do you approve of the Flavelle development as shown in conceptual renderings, 15 buildings 
up to 38 storeys, 13 of them 8 storeys or more? 
 
Do you have any concerns about land and water contamination in and around the PCT and 
Flavelle sites? 
 
How important is it to keep a good supply of industrial land in Port Moody? 
 
What are your thoughts on attracting more employment to Port Moody? 
 
What employment opportunities, other than retail and restaurant, do you think the city 
should attract?  
 
Since there is so much discussion of high density, where in the city do the candidates think 
should be low density? 
 
We've heard about issues in regard to roads, sidewalks, etc. when responsibility is divided 
between developers (e.g., Suter Brook development) and the city. How can this be improved? 
Does the city have ultimate authority when issues may arise? 
 
How can we ensure sufficient zoning for schools, when the management of schools and the 
disposition of their property is governed by the school board and the province, yet other 
community planning is the remit of the city?  Should we be disposing of school property in 
areas of increasing population? 
 
A large demographic will only drive or take skytrain or commuter train.  Are you dogmatically 
against park & ride, when pragmatically it will increase public transit ridership?" 
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Do you think a hotel is viable for Port Moody? 
 
Do you see any opportunities for increasing the range of housing choices in the single family 
neighbourhoods? 
 
How would you prioritize active transportation over private vehicles? 
 
Working with Translink, how can the City transform St John Street from a through street to a 
complete main street, reducing travel speed and increasing pedestrian and cyclist safety? 
 
Spring Street and St. Andrews Street (lanes really) are getting more and more clogged with 
parked vehicles, especially in range of new developments and Skytrain. They don't have the 
parking signs found on the "main" streets. I expect this will get worse. What can be done? 
 
Garbage, compost and recyling 
The timing for putting out carts is very limited with a 2-hour window. Do you see any 
flexibility that might work, such as being more strict with timing for areas known for frequent 
wildlife problems, with more flexibility for areas not in known problem areas?  Alternatively, 
what about drop-off areas for people who have trouble with the designated timing? 
 


